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Voice for
asylum
seekers
!WAGGA

By Caleb Taylor 

AMID rhetoric that includes terms
like “queue jumpers” and “boat
people”, author Robin de
Crespigny’s book The People
Smuggler puts a human face to asy-
lum seekers. 

Ms de Crespigny was speaking
at a Sunrise Rotary Club breakfast
in Wagga yesterday about her
book, which profiles Iraqi people
smuggler, Ali Al Jenabi, who pro-
vided safe passage from Indonesia
to Australia for more than 500
Iraqis. 

The author said she wanted to
give a voice to asylum seekers and
people smugglers, who were often
vilified by political leaders and
media commentators.

“We are told they are out charg-
ing in excess of  $10,000 to give asy-
lum seekers safe passage to
Australia, which is nonsense,” she
said. 

“If  you had $10,000 then you

could buy yourself  a suit, brief-
case, plane ticket and claim asy-
lum at customs.”

Ms de Crespigny said misinfor-
mation was rife, even challenging
terms like “queue jumpers.” 

“There is no queue,” she said. 
“Australian representatives have

a quota to fill when visiting United
Nations refugee camps, which is
done by a selection process.”

Mr Al Jenabi was born in 1970,
just south of  Baghdad. 

In 1991 he was caught by Saddam
Hussein’s army during the Shiite
uprising and imprisoned in Abu
Ghraib for four years. 

He escaped to Iran with his fam-
ily, submitting an application for
asylum in Australia, which was
rejected. 

He sought passage with a people
smuggler but was betrayed, an act
which left him in Indonesia. 

He became a people smuggler,
offering safe passage to Iraqi peo-
ple fleeing from prosecution, often
allowing children and families to
travel for free. 

Residents happy to help out fund-raiser
!WAGGA

WAGGA residents will
receive a healthy dose
of happiness on Friday
via the St George
Foundation. 

Acts of Happyness is
an initiative which is
being held to celebrate
Happy Hat Day, the
foundation’s annual 

fund-raiser, which aims
to help build a secure
future for disadvantaged
children. 

A ‘happy stall’ will be
set up inside the St
George Wagga branch
at 186 Baylis Street
from 11am on Friday,
with morning tea, face-
painting and plenty of
fun.

Residents are being
called on to get on
board by donating 
a gold coin in 
exchange for an Act of
Happyness or by
purchasing a Happy Hat
or badge.

For more information,
or to make a donation,
visit: www.stgeorge
foundation.com.au

HUMANIST
VIEW:
Author of
The People
Smuggler
Robin de
Crespigny
in Wagga
yesterday.
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Addison
Hamilton 

– For further information visit
www.thepeoplesmuggler.com
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See myer.com.au for your nearest store 
and much more. 
WEDNESDAY OPENING HOURS:
WAGGA 9am-5.30pm

WARM
UP TOUP TO

WINTER

30% OFF OFF
full priced women’s footwear by 

SANDLER, JANE DEBSTER, 
EASY STEPS and WIDE STEPS

Offers end Sunday 19 May 2013, unless sold out or otherwise stated. 
Cannot be used with other offers. Not all brands, products and styles available all stores. 
See myer.com.au/storeavailability or call Customer Service on 1800 811 611 for details.

Products with this icon are also available online.

15% OFF OFF
electrical appliances by DELONGHI,  

BREVILLE, NESPRESSO and PHILIPS

30% OFF OFF
full priced children’s clothing by

TILII, BAUHAUS, MARIE CLAIRE, 
JACK & MILLY, MILKSHAKE, ORIGAMI,

BROOKLYN INDUSTRIES, SPROUT, 
MOSSIMO and BARDOT JUNIOR

Offer ends Sunday 2 June 2013, unless sold out.

30% OFF OFF
full priced men’s casual jackets, 

knitwear and sweats by MADDOX, 
TRENT NATHAN, RESERVE, BLAZER, 

GAZ MAN, TOMMY HILFIGER, 
BEN SHERMAN, JEFF BANKS, 

JAG, JACK STONE 3XL-7XL, 
BRAVE BY WAYNE COOPER, 

BLAQ, BLAQ PREMIUM, KENJI, 
BAUHAUS and MOSSIMO

Offer ends Sunday 2 June 2013, unless sold out.

30% OFF OFF
full priced women’s knitwear by REGATTA, 

JAG, HI THERE FROM KAREN WALKER, 
WAYNE BY WAYNE COOPER, STELLA, SASS, 

FLEURETTE BY FLEUR WOOD, PIPER,
BASQUE, URBANE and coats by

DESIGN STUDIO and FLEET STREET
Includes Petite Sizes where available. 

Offer ends Sunday 2 June 2013, unless sold out.

CATALOGUES IN STORECATALOGUES IN STORE NOW


